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CONNECT SI CREATES INDUSTRY GROUPS TO DEVELOP ACTION PLANS
New Industry Clusters Seeking Actionable Opportunities for Niche Markets   

Connect SI is facilitating the creation of two 20-county Industry Clusters. The clusters are the Transportation, Distribution and Logistics (TDL) Cluster and the Energy Cluster.  The clusters will be guiding over $500,000 of research designed to develop action plans that identify and expand opportunities to create new jobs within the TDL and Energy sectors.

“Connect SI is pleased to be taking the lead in identifying and researching growth opportunities in the Southern Illinois region,” said Kathy Lively, Connect SI Executive Director. “Ultimately, participation is the key to the success of our activities.  Good ideas and strong partnerships lead to new opportunities and job creation within our region,” she added.

Anyone with ideas or ties to the cluster targets is encouraged to participate in the ongoing research and planning activities. The kickoff events for the clusters will be held January 27-28, 2009 as follows:
· Transportation Distribution and Logistics Cluster – Tuesday, January 27, 2009 from 8:00-11:00am at the Mt Vernon Municipal Building; and
· Energy Cluster – Wednesday, January 28, 2009 from 8:00-11:00am at John A. Logan College in the Tarvin/Crisp room. 

“With the incoming administration seeking ways to stimulate the economy, now is the time to prepare Southern Illinois to take advantage of upcoming opportunities to transform our local economy,” said Cary Minnis, Connect SI Industry Cluster Coordinator.
The goal of the Clusters is to create implementation plans for each identified industry that will: 

· Identify up to three specific actionable niche markets, which are defined, qualified in terms of reality and quantified in terms of opportunity
· Include up to three unique business opportunities per niche market that have industry led action teams ready to implement
· Identify opportunity areas that will be supported by valid business case research and create higher value jobs and profits for the Southern Illinois region

If you would like to participate in one of the Industry Clusters or would like more information, please contact Cary Minnis, Industry Cluster Coordinator, at caryminnis@mantracon.org or 618-998-0970 x211.
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